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acettepe University is located in the capital city of Turkey, Ankara. The foundation stone of the
" university was laid in 1957 with the Child Health Institute and Hospital within Hacettepe, which
began its training, education and research activities and public services in 1958 [1]. Hacettepe Science
Center was established in 1965 in order to enable the coordination between the academic units within
the university.

Professor Muharrem Koksal was the first pathologist and founder of Hacettepe University Department
of Pathology [2]. Even the most popular paper of Koksal was published in Nature with topic of extraction
of a heparin-like substance from mast cell granules in mouse connective tissue, [3] his case report with
post mortem control describing aneurysm of the lower branch of the left pulmonary artery could be
accepted as one of the first papers of Hacettepe team regarding vascular pathologies in English literature

[4].

Although the first establishment was as Child Hospital, under the leadership of Professor M.Seref Zilel,
adolescent and adult patients started to be evaluated around 1965%. Integrated educational systems
in Medicine, increasing practical interventions (internship) and awareness of public health were the
descriptive differences of Hacettepe University Faculty of Medicine [5]. Multidisciplinary management
and clinicopathological conferences were the mostly reflection of integrated systems. A pathologically
confirmed Good-pasture syndrome case is can be given as an example of this multidisciplinary
management [6].

Pathology department was first established as a unit of Ankara University Dogramaci Pediatric Health
Institute in 1958. Its official establishment in Hacettepe University was by Muharrem Koksal in 1963.
Formalin fixed paraffin embedded tissues have been archived since 1958. Ever since, tissues taken from
the patients with the clinical diagnosis of vasculitis are morphologically addressed for the features of
inflammation of vessels according to diameter of the vessel and/or type of inflammatory reaction.
Universally accepted specific diagnostic histologic features are sought and each diagnostic category
is named according to the updated classification of vasculitides. Clinical features like the organ of
involvement are complementary information leading to the specific diagnoses. Electron microscopy
or immunohistochemistry are not the principal methods used since vasculitis is a morphological
diagnosis.

Meral Calguneri established Rheumatology Department at 1990’s. after her Rheumatology fellowship
at Leeds University. As the most prevalent vasculitis in Turkey, Behcet’s syndrome is the mostly studied
and published vasculitidis at Hacettepe. One of the pioneer papers regarding vascular involvement in
BS is from Behcet study group of Hacettepe, already has over 400 citations [7]. Major step of addition
of benzatin penicilline for Behcet treatment has been based on studies from Hacettepe [8,9]. Besides,
unique contributions regarding the Interferon-alpha treatment for FMF-PAN patients, treatment
schema for granulomatosis polyangiitis, clinical and genetic aspects of Takayasu arteritis can be counted
as achievements of Hacettepe [10-19].

Pediatric Vasculitis patients were initially followed in the Department of Pediatric Nephrology where
we used to care for both nephrology and rheumatology patients. Based on a large international registry
of over 1500 children with vasculitis we have developed the Ankara 2008 Criteria for the Classification
of Childhood Vasculitidis, endorsed by EULAR, PReS and PRINTO(20). Since their publication all
pediatric literature has used these criteria. In 2014 the two departments split. Subsequently the Pediatric
Rheumatology department became a main reference center for vasculitis in the country.

Our group had more PAN cases, which partly might have been due to the cases of DADA2(21). DADA2
was defined in 2014 with also inclusion of our adult and pediatric patients 21 and some cases were
probably misdiagnosed before that date. Pediatry team took part in developing the recommendations
for the management and treatment for pediatric vasculitides with the international “SHARE” initiative,
supported by an European grant. We also took part in developing criteria for pediatric Behget disease.
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Figure: Distribution of adult and pediatric patients wit vasculitis registered to HUVAC by the middle of 2020.

In 2014, with the collaboration of 14 different Departments and Division, Hacettepe University Vasculitis
Research Centre (HUVAC) was established officially [22]. The aims of this center are to strengthen
interdisciplinary collaboration, to establish a national/international database, to produce and present our
experience on international platforms and to raise the awareness of public community about vasculitis.
In the figure, the distribution of adult and pediatric patients with vasculatis registered to HUVAC by
June 2020.

Several studies have already been published under the umbrella of HUVAC in the topics such as Behcet’s
syndrome, polyarteritis nodosa and IgG4-related disease [23-28]. One of the fruitful advantages of this
collaboration is comparisons of adult patients with pediatric patients in terms of PAN, IgA vasculitis and
Takayasu arteritis [28,29].

With the first one was done in 2017, every year we have organized workshops on the topic of vasculitis
activity and damage scores. With the experiences from these workshops, we have published our book
named 'Disease Activity and Damage Indexes in Primary Vasculitides &Exercise with Sample Cases.
Due to pandemic, we have done our first workshop on ANCA-Associated vasculitis, online. Last year, we
have decided to move our prospective database to a web-based system. As a part of the RedCAP online
system, we will continue to gather data and collaborate online with the aid of this system [30].

As for future plans, we have plenty of current and future collaborations and projects ongoing with
several national/international research groups such as TRVaS, DCVAS, EUVAS, VCRC, V-Preg. Further
information is available on our web-site [31]. Active translational research is carried out in our newly
established “pediatric rheumatology lab” and with collaborations with our colleagues. We (including
our fellows) are currently members for the working groups on vasculitis nationally and internationally.
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